Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Lopez Brosche, Bowman, Wilson, Love, Carter, 
Dennis, Hazouri, Newby, Morgan, Anderson, R. Gaffney, Boyer & Ferraro:
RESOLUTION 2016-20
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE ARC JACKSONVILLE FOR ITS 50 YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP IN ENRICHING THE LIVES OF THE INTELLECTUALLY AND DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
we live in an era engaged in inclusion and equality and committed to having everyone in our community reflect the rich fabric of our society and nation. For fifty years, The Arc Jacksonville has been a pioneer in serving people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. The Arc Jacksonville has been devoted and enormously successful in helping people achieve their full potential and finding their rightful place in community life; and

WHEREAS,
it is significant that The Arc Jacksonville was founded in 1965. 1965 was a seminal year, a milestone in the nation’s history. It was a year when the nation embarked on a war on poverty, saw the enactment of landmark legislation to eradicate racial discrimination and provide medical care for our elderly.  Founding The Arc Jacksonville was no less monumental; and


WHEREAS,
for fifty years, The  Arc  Jacksonville has envisioned a community where disability is a distinction without a difference, where individuals have choices on how they live, learn, work, worship and play; and

WHEREAS,
for fifty years, The  Arc  Jacksonville has been championing the inclusion of persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities as integral components of our community; The Arc Jacksonville’s founders embraced people transitioning from gated institutions to neighborhoods; the founders sought to meet people’s immediate needs; The  Arc Jacksonville’s staff and volunteers crafted innovative educational programs and novel support services to assist their clientele’s successful assimilation into society-at-large; and

WHEREAS,
each day, The  Arc Jacksonville helps approximately 400 people discover and unlock the potential and possibilities within themselves; The Arc Jacksonville has been in the vanguard with new approaches to maximizing the potential for persons with developmental disabilities to achieve independence; and
WHEREAS,
for fifty years, The Arc Jacksonville has depended on volunteers who generously give of their time in assisting the staff fulfill The Arc Jacksonville’s mission. For fifty years,  The Arc Jacksonville has benefitted from the generosity of donors whose resources enable The Arc Jacksonville to transform vision into achievements; that generosity is bringing to fruition The  Arc  Jacksonville Village, an affordable, independent-living, apartment-style neighborhood designed to maximize community inclusion for adults with developmental disabilities;  and

WHEREAS, The Arc Jacksonville should be proud of its achievements through its fifty years’ history; The Arc Jacksonville is fully committed to making continued strides in the days and years ahead on behalf of special individuals who are very much a part of Jacksonville’s future and we honor and commend The Arc Jacksonville for its 50 years of outstanding service; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend The Arc Jacksonville for its 50 years of outstanding service and leadership in enriching the lives of our intellectually developmentally disabled and wishes The Arc Jacksonville our best wishes for continued successes in the years ahead.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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